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the provinces of France, for it is not with Paris that
comparison  should be  made.    There was  something
feudal about its society, though even that was of a sort
peculiar to the province.    By reason of the land in
which   it  was  born   and  grew,  of  the  material   and
spiritual conditions which were not those of France,
Canadian   society   differed   appreciably   from   French
society, though from the latter it drew certain features.
These it was destined to preserve, for the French Revo-
lution occurred far from the colony and did not touch
it.   By the time of the Revolution the rupture between
the two countries was to be complete.    In the mean-
time the men and women who made up that society
had come to America and remained there because they
desired  so  to  do.    They  defended  fiercely  the  new
country which  they had  created somewhat in  their
own image and which, in its own image, had created
them.    It is for that reason that from the depths of
their hearts there sprung a patriotism which, after the
conquest, was to nourish their will to survive.    "It
almost seems as though we belong to a different, even
a hostile nation," Bougainville wrote in I758.15   With
the exception of this last epithet which can be ascribed
to ill temper and is completely unjustified, the point
was well taken.   But it does not explain in any way the
fact that France was preparing to abandon its colony.
There were few people left in the country of Cartier,
Champlain, and Frontenac who believed that further
sacrifice and effort were yet possible.   The day was not
far distant wrhen Voltaire would not hesitate to write to
the minister, Chauvelin: "If I dared I would beg you
on my knees to rid the government of France forever
of Canada.   If you lose it, you lose almost nothing.   If
15 Montcalm et Levis, Henri Raymond Casgrain, Vol. I, p. 167.